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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 - 1 4 are pending 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the term "optical 
media" has been used to describe an optical media drive. Optical media is the substrate onto 
which data has been written for optical retrieval (for example, a compact disc or DVD). An 
optical media drive is a device used to read optical media. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

3. The applicant or their representatives are urged to review the specification and submit 
corrections for all mistakes of a grammatical, clerical, or typographical nature. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the term "response" on line 
6 of the claim should read, "respond", and the term "plural" on line 7 of the claim should read, 
"plurality of. Appropriate correction is required. 

5. Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: the term "plural" on line 4 
of the claim should read, "plurality of. Appropriate correction is required. 
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6. Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: the term "response" on line 
3 of the claim should read, "respond". Appropriate correction is required. 

7. Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: the term "signal" on line 2 
of the claim should read, "external signal". Appropriate correction is required. 

8. Claim 10 is objected to because of the following informalities: the term "being waked 
up" on line 2 of the claim should read, "wakes up". Appropriate correction is required. 

9. Claim 10 is objected to because of the following informalities: the term "signal" on line 
3 of the claim should read, "external signal". Appropriate correction is required. 

10. Claim 1 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the term "response" on 
line 2 of the claim should read, "respond". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 1 . Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

12. Where applicant acts as his or her own lexicographer to specifically define a term of a 
claim contrary to its ordinary meaning, the written description must clearly redefine the claim 
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term and set forth the uncommon definition so as to put one reasonably skilled in the art on 
notice that the applicant intended to so redefine that claim term. Process Control Corp. v. 
HydReclaim Corp., 190 F.3d 1350, 1357, 52 USPQ2d 1029, 1033 (Fed. Cir. 1999). 

13. The term "optical media" in claims 1-14 is used by the claim to mean "media drive", 
while the accepted meaning is "optical media for use in a media drive." The term is indefinite 
because the specification does not clearly redefine the term. 

14. The term "inference" in claims 1-14 is used by the claim to mean "interface", while the 
accepted meaning is "the act or process of inferring." The term is indefinite because the 
specification does not clearly redefine the term. 

15. Claims 8-9 make reference to industry standard ATAPI, and is rejected as being 
indefinite, as rules change over time. Since the organizations implementing standards meet 
regularly and have the authority to modify standards, any connection a claim may have to these 
standards may have varying scope over time. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

16. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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17. Claims 1, 6-7 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
U.S. Patent 5,345,347 to Hopkins et al. 

18. As to claim 1, Hopkins discloses an automatic power conservation method for an media 
drive, comprising: using a host interface of the media drive to turn off a plurality of circuit 
components that are still in operation after the media drive enters a sleep mode, and thereafter 
the host interface also being used to respond to an external signal [col. 14, lines 1-19]; using the 
host interface of the media drive to wake up the plural circuit components if the external signal 
requests the media drive to leave the sleep mode [col. 14, lines 19-21]. 

19. As to claim 6, Hopkins discloses using the host interface of the media drive to respond to 
a signal sent from a host connecting to the media drive while the media drive enters the sleep- 
mode [col. 14, lines 19-21]. 

20. As to claim 7, Hopkins discloses the host is a personal computer [84]. 

21. As to claim 14, Hopkins discloses an automatic power conservation device for an media 
drive, featuring: a host interface of the media drive having a firmware embedded therein capable 
of responding to an external signal inputted from outside the media drive [col. 14, lines 19-21]. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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22. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

23. Claims 2-5 and 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent 5,345,347 to Hopkins et al. 

24. As to claims 2-3, Hopkins discloses using the host interface of the media drive to turn off 
a micro-computing unit, and then the other operating circuit components [col. 14, lines 7-19]. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the various components could be 
turned off in any suitable order. Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art that the components to be turned off could include components not being used 
during the low power mode, such as media drive memory [38]. 

25. As to claims 4-5, Hopkins discloses using the host interface of the media drive to wake 
up some of the plural circuit components first before the micro-computing unit being wakened 
up [FIG. 10]. Furthermore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that the 
various components could be turned off in any suitable order. 

26. As to claims 8-10, Hopkins discloses the signal is received from the host [col. 14, lines 1- 
19] via a bus [FIG. 1]. AT API is well known in the art to be a bus standard for communications 
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between a device and a host computer; it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to use AT API command signals to signal the device to wake the device from its low power 
state. 

27. As to claims 1 1-13, Hopkins discloses the host interface responds to the external signal 
generated by pressing an external input button of a panel when the media drive is entering the 
sleep mode [col. 6, lines 65-67]. Hopkins teaches that an external button can resume drive 
functions; it would have been obvious to one of ordinary art that this button may be located at 
any suitable location, such as on the panel of the media drive. 

Conclusion 

28. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Chang whose telephone number is (571) 272-3671. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne Browne can be reached on (571) 272-3670. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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